














About the National Institute 
for Health Research,  
Clinical Research Network
The National Institute for Health 
Research (NIHR) was established 
in April 2006 by the Department of 
Health. Its vision is to improve the 
health and wealth of the nation 
through clinical research.

The Clinical Research Network 
is one part of the overall 
organisation. Its role is to make 
both commercially-sponsored and 
non-commercial studies “work” 
effectively in the NHS context.  

In practice, this means: 

Advising researchers on the 
feasibility of a study, regarding 
practical delivery in the NHS  

Running systems to streamline 
the bureaucracy associated with 
gaining permission to run a  
clinical trial in the NHS, and 
reducing the set-up time for trials  
 

Funding and supporting an 
infrastructure of trained research 
support staff in the NHS, so that 
researchers have access to a broad 
base of experienced people to 
collect samples, compile data  
and run clinics 

Maintaining a “knowledge base” 
of NHS sites and their research 
strengths and capabilities, for 
researchers to tap into 

Monitoring the numbers of patients 
participating in individual trials, 
and offering a “trouble-shooting” 
service to help trials that are falling 
behind recruitment targets
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